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2011 Candidate Questionnaire

Please complete the following:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Office sought:

1) What political office do you currently hold oryibu are not an officeholder, what is your curréme lof
employment?

2) What political offices have you held and/or soughthe past?

3) Experience in other cities shows that walkableetre defined by wide sidewalks and shade contamed
attractive, well-maintained streetscapes — espgdtfase within reasonable walking distance of siastations,
encourage transit ridership. If elected,

a. Will you work for, and vote to fund, such improvem& along Richmond Avenue in order to make our new
light rail system truly neighborhood and pedestfreandly? Specific examples of improvements indu
sidewalks at least six feet wide with trees in tnedls between the curb and the sidewalk; widevsadies
extending into adjacent neighborhoods with wellfkedrcrosswalks at every street that intersectsriRictul;
and amenities such as benches, trash receptaetiessstpan lighting, and bicycle racks.

YES NO

b. Will you approve the designation of Richmond Avemagea transit corridor in the City's Major Thorotayke
and Freeway Plan, which will enable future develeptralong the corridor to take advantage of prowisiof
the new “transit corridor ordinance”?

YES NO
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4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Many current City of Houston policies that goveavelopment are geared to greenfield suburban dewelot
and are not well suited to new development andveddpment in our existing, increasingly dense incigr
neighborhoods. Two areas of policy that have paldr relevance in transit corridors are streeigteand
parking.

a. Are you willing to take action to change City padis and practices with regard to street desigadtiyess the
requirements of the dense urban areas along Riah#eenue and other transit corridors and to better
balance the needs of all users: people on foethigelchairs and on bicycles as well as trainsegusars and
other motor vehicles? Examples of such changeadadlight-sizing traffic lanes and curb radii aredrpitting
mid-block crosswalks at key locations, such asetiebof a transit platform.

YES NO

b. Current one-size-fits-all parking regulations inci® outside of downtown Houston do little to addré®
parking challenges of growing density in the urbare. At the same time, these regulations penaliza|
business owners, subvert other existing or potidatia uses in favor of parking lots, and hamperdfreation
of vibrant and walkable streetscapes. Will youspernew context-sensitive policies that take ictmant the
presence of transit and promote shared parkindignfualong Richmond Avenue and other transit dorg?

YES NO

With the proximity of Richmond Avenue to the Texedical Center and the rich diversity of availabtising
in the neighborhoods along Richmond, the disabtguljation is well represented here. Will you ch&mnstrong
requirements for improving accessibility for allopée along Richmond Avenue and the other lighttramsit
corridors?

YES NO

Rail construction presents a unique opportunityggrade an aging infrastructure and minimize futliseuptions.
Placing phone, cable, and electric utility wireslemground reduces the number of poles in the silteywetects
trees, and increases reliability in hurricanes @ther high wind conditions. The most cost-effectivee to do this
is during street reconstruction. Will you advogadgticipation by the City in funding the burying wility lines
along Richmond Avenue when the light rail line islt?

YES NO

The construction of new transportation infrastruetflight rail) has long-term benefits for the Cagd the region.
However, it also creates short-term challenged@sinesses and residents in neighborhoods whérterditl is
being constructed. Limited access and other dignugp during construction and can severely hurallbosiness
and inconvenience residents. Will you partner Wittro and the Community to develop meaningful paogs to
mitigate the negative impacts of the constructibage?

YES NO

What programs will you seek or propose to mitigatal impacts on the businesses along Richmond éen
Examples of such programs used in other citiesidebffering financial support, marketing serviagsarly
established lines of communication, and regulasrimhtion dissemination. How would you work to mahkis a
neighborhood improvement project rather than asfrartation improvement project?
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9) Houstonians fund transit with a $.01 sales tax. Queater of the funds collected are diverted toGemeral
Mobility program and shifted to local jurisdictiomsthin the METRO service area to fund road improeats
across the region. Since 1992, more than $1.@bilias been diverted from transit -- funds whicly mave lost
us more than $1 billion in federal matching dollds you support devoting the entire one cent datxansit
spending by ending the diversion of funds to thedsal Mobility program when the current agreemexpires in
20147

YES NO

10) METRO is expected to hold a voter referendum by326deking funding authorization for further expansf the
light rail system. Will you support such authorinat?

YES NO

11) Five members of the METRO Board of Directors armimated by the Mayor of Houston and confirmed kg th
Houston City Council. What criteria will you usertominate or approve Directors to the METRO Board?

12) To enable funding and building transit in Houstequires support at the state and federal levelatWiould you
do to ensure that Houston wins and retains suchost

13) The current plan for the University Line dependsappropriation by Congress of additional “new staitansit
funds. What alternative ideas do you have for fagdhe University Line if federal dollars are notthcoming?

14) Are you an active member of a civic associatioh8o) which one?

YES NO

15) Do you live and/or work in the Richmond Avenue &déso, where?

YES NO

Mayoral Candidates:

16) What criteria will you use to ensure effective amglitable decision-making in the Rebuild Houstoocpss?
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